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In the summer of 2003 ASIANelwork will sponsor

its final College-in-Asia Summer Institute under a grant from

the Freeman Foundation. Tiiree successful institutes,

involving fifteen colleges and universities, were run in 1998,

1999 and 2000. Both ASIANetwork and the Freeman

Foundation hope that any member institutions which have

an interest in developing a program of overseas study in

Asia will lake advantage of this final summer institute to

travel to East Asia to learn more about setting up such a

program. This article introduces the context ofoverseas study,

the opportunities available through the summer institute, some

success stories from the first three institutes and the timetable

for applying for the 2003 program.

Imagine teaching your Asian courses on-site in the

countries themselves rather than in a classroom on your U.S.

campus. After hearing lectures and participating in

discussions, students could move out inlo urban and rural

environments which are the contexts of the Asian courses

rather than just going into the American settings on and

around your campus. Immediately students see connections

between the classroom experiences and the world around

them. Also, imagine that your students would be taking not

only your Asian course, but also other courses about other

aspects of Asia in different disciplines. The students would

be getting a more integrated look at one or more Asian cultures

instead of an isolated three or four sessions per week single

course sandwiched between non-Asian courses and extra

curricular experiences which is the situation on our campuses.

I would assume that almost every professor ofan Asian course

would be delighted to be able to teach under such an

arrangement.

In 1997 the Freeman Foundation gave ASIANetwork

a generous grant to sponsor three College in Asia Summer

Institutes to assist colleges and universities which would

like to develop study programs in Asia. The Freeman

Foundation had learned of and was impressed by the strength

of the Augustana College (Rock Island, Illinois) East Asia

Overseas Term, which began in 1974 and has taken almost

800 students to East Asia in regularly scheduled programs

over three decades, including 78 last fall term. It asked if

Augustana would be willing to share its experience as a

possible model for what others might do. Thus, the directors

of Augustana's program became the director and associate

director of the ASIANetwork College in Asia Summer

Institutes. For the institutes, colleges and universities were

invited to send an Asian Studies faculty member and a high-

level administrator on a three-week experience in Japan,

Taiwan, I long Kong S.A.R. and China (the locations included

in Augustana's program). The grant covers all travel expenses

and provides a stipend for each participant During the three

weeks participants learn more about eleven sites and their

potential for an overseas program, investigate possible

lodging accommodations and teaching settings, and meet

some key resource people who have been extremely useful to

Augustana and who could be valuable to other institutions

both on matters of trip logistics and academic content.

Following the three-week experience, each participating

institution is entitled to a two-day consulting visit by the

director of the institutes. Professor Norman Moline, in

establishing a functioning program. The colleges and

universities make the decision on the best time for such a

consultation.

Fifteen institutions participated in the first cycle of

programs: Allegheny College, Alverno College, Austin

College, Brcnau University, Brigbam Young University in

Idaho, ilckerd College, Elms College, Fairfield University,

Hiram College, John Carroll University, St. Olaf College,

Spelman College, Texas Christian University, Washington &

Lee University, and William Woods University. For each, the

Institutes opened up new possibilities. For some institutions

which already have strong Asian Studies programs, an

overseas study term along the lines of the Augustana model

is seen as a logical expansion of their existing on-campus

Asian Curriculum or a supplement ofa different style to current

overseas programs. For institutions that a re beginning to

build a multi-discipline Asian Studies program, an overseas

study term can be a method to generate interest in the region

among their students and faculty.

Some institutions already have implemented

programs. Allegheny College (Pennsylvania) recently

completed a successful summer program in China under the

leadership of Sharon Wesoky. Combining studies in literature


