
From the Board Chair

Dear ASlANetwork Colleagues,

There is a serious rift within our organization between the

romantics (read "philosophers") and the realists (read "his

torians"). Under the leadership ofthen board chair Joel Smith,

the victory of the romantics played itself out last spring at

Hickory Ridge with a beautifully orchestrated "tenth anni

versary celebration" of ASIANelwork's founding. True, the

matriarchs and patriarchs did have their initial exploratory

gatherings in 1992, but in reality, the organization was not

officially incorporated until 1993. This fact makes the upcom

ing spring conference hosted by Furman, coincidentally my

home campus, the most reasonable occasion for celebratory

activities. The realists have now taken charge. Appropriate

comments will be made at the truly appropiiate time. You will

not want to miss this rectification campaign.

Joel Smith did provide us a stimulating opportunity to

contemplate what we have achieved during the life of our

group. As an historian, I always enjoy listening to founders

ruminate about their original vision and comment upon how

that vision has been expanded over time. Several of our

consortium's pioneers were present at Hickory Ridge to share

their memories as well as their thoughts about our future

development. We all have much to celebrate, but it is clear we

are faced with a number of significant challenges.

Selected Accomplishments:

We have grown dramatically over the years, having

reached a high of over one-hundred and fifty member institu

tions. In recent years our programs have benefited signifi

cantly from the generosity of the Luce and Freeman founda

tions. Our partnerships have been mutually beneficial, since

ASlANetwork has provided creative, energetic personnel to

assis! these foundations in deriving maximum value from the

resources they have devoted to enhancing mutual under

standing between Asia and the U.S. Both ofour current bene

factors have financed the hiring ofnew colleagues at several

ASlANetwork institutions. Potentially these scholar-teach

ers, many ofwhom are newPh.D.s, will enrich us all through

their participation in our consortium. With our emphasis on

undergraduate teaching, we in turn have much to offer young

scholars new to the profession.

Through Freeman Foundation funds administered by

ASlANetwork, an impressive number of undergraduate stu

dents have been given the opportunity to experience Asia

first-hand in the company of their faculty mentors. 1 have

great appreciation for the value of this particular program.

My first direct encounter with Asia soon after finishing my

undergraduate education completely changed my own ca

reer path. Since 1 began teaching, few of my professional

experiences have rivaled the delight I have had working with

students on-site in China and Japan. ASlANetwork has been

continually energized by the renewed enthusiasm ofour col

leagues reluming from Freeman-supported summer collabo

rative research projects. One of the highlights of our recent

annual spring conferences has been the chance to hear stu

dents report on their research findings as well as recount

their adventures in Asian discovery. If you have not laken

advantage of these presentations in the past, lei me urge

you to do so at our 2003 conference.

ASlANetwork "s oldest partner is the United Board for

Christian Education in Asia. The United Board lias steadily

brought Asian scholars to our campuses. Each year a se

lected group of these individuals attends our spring confer

ence. Informal conversations with United Board scholars of

ten include fascinating accounts of their American experi

ences as well as new insights into their own cultures. They

often remind me that we leam much about ourselves when

we live and study abroad. The United Board also continues

to provide opportunities for American scholars to teach on

Asian campuses.

One of ASIANetwork's outstanding services has been to


