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Throughout the year we willfeature the keynote addresses and selected papers

from the ASIANetwork Conference 2002.

"Tenth Anniversary Reflections" Marianna McJimscy, Colorado College, Executive Director

Emeritus

"Strategies for Learning About Korea: Making a Little Knowledge Go a Long Way" Linda

Lewis, Chair; Stephen Smith, James Huffman, Jennifer Oldstonc-Moore, Wittenberg University

"Asian Views of the United States" Zengjianbin, UBCHEA Visiting Scholar, Saint Mary's College

ofMaryland; Arlinah Rahardjo, UBCHEAVisiting Scholar, Rutgers University; M,G Sanlhakumari,

UBCHEAVisiting Scholar, Luther College

Tenth Anniversary Reflections

Marianna McJimsey

Colorado College

Executive Director Emeritus

On June 23,2002, BBC Radio Four beamed a three-

hour broadcast on the monsoon in India. Art, agriculture,

music, literature, film, hydraulics, meteorology, religion,

history, economics, and politics were interwoven as

participants read fromTagore, described the rains in the film,

Lagaan. interviewed farmers displaced by the Narmada Dam,

or performed monsoon-appropriate ragas. The sounds of the

rains in the Western Ghats, Rajasthan, and Calcutta were

interspersed among the segments. No listener could have

escaped the central impact of the monsoon on all aspects of

Indian life. In fact, the BBC journalists created a compelling

and unforgettable interdisciplinary/cross-disciplinary

program.

Two months earlier, April 19-21, 2002, curricular

interdisciphnarity and cross-disciplinarity were among the

subjects discussed at the tenth annual ASIANetwork

Conference at the Hickory Ridge Conference Center, Lisle,

IL. Over the weekend, attendees reflectedupon the first

ASIANetwork decade, 1992-2002 and gave suggestions for

the future direction ofthe organization. The panelists for one

of the venues for the discussion, "10lh Anniversary

Reflections," included David Vikner (Japan International

Christian University Foundation), one of the founders of the

ASIANetwork, and three former Board Chairs, Suzanne

Barnett (University ofPugct Sound), Jim Lochtefeld (Carthage

College), and Stan Mickel (Wittenberg University). Marianna

McJimsey (Colorado College), Executive Direclor Emeritus,

chaired the plenary.

The ASlANelwork, an Associate Member of the

Association for Asian Studies, has become a recognized and

respected voice for undergraduate teaching about Asia. The

annual conferences have included keynote scholar Roger

Ames's careful parsing of Confucian philosophy, well-

informed pedagogical discussions on "Asian Cinema in Asian

Studies," and guides for international study, such as

"Orienting Students for Study Abroad." The conferences,

the ASlANelwork EXCHANGE, and the website foster what

David Vikner characterized as a "rare intimacy" among teacher-

scholars.

"Liberal arts teaching," Suzanne Baniett emphasized,

"is at the heart of the enterprise." The founders' "thinking

big" vision of integrating Asian Studies into the liberal arts

curriculum was implemented through a series of generous

grants. The Ford Foundation Curricular Development program

enabled faculty to create courses in areas outside of their

disciplinary specially in China, Japan, India, and Southeast

Asia. The original Luce and current ASIANetwork

Consultancy Programs provide colleges with "outside eyes"

and expertise on their Asian Studies programs. The Freeman

College in Asia Summer Travel Seminar offers a model for

developing study abroad programs in Asia. The Freeman

Faculty-Student Research Fellows Program promotes

intensive summer in-country research opportunities in Asia.

Finally, the United Board for Christian Higher Education

Visiting Scholars Program placed Asian scholars for a year

on college campuses, thereby enhancing opportunities for

dialogue on Asia.

What co-founder Thomas Benson called a

"passionate commitment to powerful undergraduate

teaching" and the strong wish to talk together about teaching

and scholarship have prompted the organization's growth

from forty to 1 26 North American institutions. In what

directions should ASIANetwork move in the next decade?

Stan Mickel asked the conferees to consider the future of

ASIANetwork in terms of"momentum and change," looking

not only al our organization, but also at liberal arts education

generally. Jim Lochtefeld spoke of the "fragility" of the idea

of a liberal arts education, and a participant warned, "The

fate ofASIANetwork mirrors that of liberal arts colleges."
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