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Since an Asian view of the U.S. is such a broad topic, |
will focus on a few main points: how China views Americ:
contrasted with America’s view of China: next, China’s post-
September 11 views of America; and then, US-China disagree-
ments; and finally, how one might discuss these views with
students.

Once there was a window. It was very narrow and of-
fered a limited view seen through glass colored by whichever
government was in power at that time. From China, the view
of America was not of the vast landscape of “America the
Beautiful,” but picced-together glimpses of biased news re-
ports and the altered realities of America portrayed by televi-
sion and movies. At the same time this “stained glass™ Cold
War window was used to show all the evils of Tmperialist
America to the Chinese people, the American government
was using the window to villify Communist China. Over time,
this window has been slowly renovated. As relations be-
tween China and the U.S. have gradually improved, Chinese
citizens have been allowed to come see with their own eyes
the reality of America and bring this new vision home to
share with other countrymen. Americans are wealthy, friendly,
happy, and sincere. They are proud of their human rights,

freedom, and democracy and are cager to spread these con-
cepts outside their country and convince other nations of
the benefits of their way of life. As the leader in world trade,
science, and education, America is viewed abroad with admi-
ration despite cultural and political differences.

One of the cultural differences with China is in how
American families interact with cach other. American children
sleep in their own rooms away from their parents, obtain their
own cars in high school, work their own jobs to keep and
spend their own money, and eventually make their own deci-
sions about college. marriage, and career. This freedom to
live independently as a family member is very different from
Chinese parent-child relationships in which Chinese parents
are involved in all decisions concerning their children’s edu-
cation, marriages, and careers. They are also involved in the
raising of their grandchildren. As a result, parents and grand-
parents are respected and cared for when they are too old to
take care of themselves. It is not unusual to find three or more
generations living under one roof. All this “parental caring”
creates o culture of collectivism and respect for the experi-
ence that comes with seniority.

The honoring of seniority and family relationships
also translates to all other relationships. For example, at my
home university in China, department heads visit faculty
homes on holidays, special occasions, or during serious ill-
nesses. Seniors in neighborhoods are often highly respected.
The Chinese tend to settle down in one fixed location and
spend their entire lives in these close communities, very much
like the Chinatowns of America. A parental role is also played
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