ASIANetwork Spring Conference to secure conference rates.
Reservations must be completed by Monday, April 1,2002.
Reservations received after this date will be accepted on a
space available basis. Although the Hickory Ridge
Conference Center has set aside a given number of rooms for
the ASIANetwork Conference, the Center is not a hotel, and
therefore it is important for conference attendees to make
their housing reservations in a timely fashion.

The complete meeting package rate is a per night charge and
includes guestroom, all meals plus refreshment breaks, and
the use of the fitness center and recreation facilities. The
rates are subject to applicable state and local taxes in effect at
the time of check-in.

Meeting package rates are: single room $150 per night;
double room $245 per room per night (you are responsible
for making your own room-sharing arrangements).

If you plan to attend the conference but not stay overnight,
the day rate charged by HRCC to use their facilities and for
lunch and refreshment breaks is $55. Please make check
payable to ASIANetwork.

To make reservations for limousine service fromand to O'Hare

Airport or Midway Airport, call the American Limousin
Company, 630-920-8888. Ask for current rates.

If you are traveling by car, ask for directions to Hickory Ridge
when you make your room reservations.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE

Conference registration fees must be paid by Friday, March
29,2002. ASIANetwork members $50; non-members 360.
Late registration fees (those received after March 29, 2002)
are 560 for ASIANetwork members and $70 for non-members.

PRE-CONFERENCE FIELD TRIP

See enclosed flyer for information on the field trip. Field trip
fees must also be paid by Friday, March 29, 2002.
Participants will be accepted until van space is occupied.

Please send checks (credit card payments cannot be accepted)
made out to ASIANetwork for your registration fee to:
Van J. Symons, Executive Director

ASIANetwork

Augustana College

639 — 38" Street

RockIsland, IL 61201-2296

Dynamics of Asian Studies
and Challenges for
ASIANetwork: Words from
Members of the

Council of Advisors
Yi Sun

Board of Directors

It has been an honor and a privilege for
ASIANetwork to have the indispensable support from our
dedicated members of the Council of Advisors. On the
occasion of commemorating the 10" anniversary of the
organization, we are once again benefiting from their insight
and wisdom concerning the dynamics of Asian studies as
well as the hopes, opportunities and challenges for
ASIANetwork.

Dr. Thomas Benson, President of Green Mountain
College, was instrumental in the founding of ASIANetwork.,
A consultation meeting that he organized at Pinehurst, North

Carolina, marked the inception of the consortium. He served

as the first Chair of the ASIANetwork Board of Directors,
and remains strongly committed to the organization. Dr.
Benson regards ASIANetwork as “indispensable” in
providing opportunities and resources for faculty members

interested in teaching and promoting Asian studies at liberal
arts institutions. He points out that, while the Association
for Asian Studies and other more research-oriented academic
organizations are concerned more with the scholarly
dimension of Asian studies, ASIANetwork plays an
invaluable complementary role by emphasizing the teaching
of Asia. While elated at the growth of ASIANetwork and
marveling at the dedication of its participants, Dr. Benson
cautions that the consortium should remain true to its mission
and “sustain its rich diversity of institutional membership”
by paying special attention to colleges in need of help with
developing their Asian Studies programs, and by effectively
connecting the “have” and “have not” institutions,
Meanwhile, warning against the danger of losing the
“passionate commitment to powerful undergraduate
teaching” on the part of faculty due to disproportionate
emphasis on research and publication at some colleges, Dr.
Benson expresses his earnest hope for ASIANetwork to
continue its essential role in preserving the value of teaching,
and thereby safeguarding the “rich heritage” of the nation’s
liberal arts colleges.

Dr. Elizabeth Buck has been a member of the Council
of Advisors since 1999. As Co-Director for the Asian Studies
Development Program, a joint effort of the East-West Center
and the University of Hawaii, Dr. Buck has long devoted
herself to promoting Asian studies in the U.S. Inrecent years,
she visited more than twenty-two academic institutions as a
consultant for their curricula and faculty development
designed to infuse Asian studies into their existing curricula.



