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In the kind letter of invitation 1 received to present

this keynote address. 1 was told that il would be ideal if:

"you could review tlie role played by the

Hawaii program, the journal Philosophy

East and West, the Society for Asian and

Comparative Philosophy, the various East-

West Philosophers'Conferences, and other

activities you have been involved in with

an eye toward what should be done in the

future. This could be a kind ofprofessional

autobiography ... It would be wonderful

if you [could also] include issues of

substance, such as central philosophical

themes that you have dealt with over the

years."

Well this is a very tall order indeed. 1 will, though, attempt

first to report on the various activities of the Society for Asian

and Comparative Philosophy, including a briefhistory ofthe

East-West Philosophers' Conferences and the journal

Philosophy East am! West. I will also remark on a special

project that is currently underway in my department. Second,

1 will address the general theme of what comparative

philosophy is and what 1 think it ought primarily to be and,

in this context, discuss in outline form a major theme that

has occupied my attention in recent years, namely that of

cross-cultural rationality, focusing here on the topic of the

purported universality ofhuman reason.

Let me begin with the Society for Asian and

Comparative Philosophy, seeing as several of you here have

been active members for some time. In the opening remarks

I made at the First International Research Conference in Asian

and Comparative Philosophy sponsored by our Society and

held in Hawaii in August 1984, 1 sketched very briefly

something of the history of the Society. ! noted that the

Society for Asian and Comparative Philosophy was

organized in the Spring of 1968, some thirty-five years ago,

at a breakfast meeting held in Philadelphia with

approximately thirty founding members attending. In my

initial announcement of and invitation to this organizing

meeting I stated that "The purpose of the proposed Society

will be to serve the professional interests and needs of

scholars and teachers who are involved in Asian and

comparative philosophy and to encourage the development

of these disciplines In the academic world."

This statement of purpose was nicely elaborated

upon by Karl Potter, the first president of the Society, who

proposed that a long-range goal of the Society was "that

Asian philosophy should eventually be treated without

apology and without distinction within philosophy curricula

in American university and college departments. The

parochialism of American philosophers is still deplorable,

although small beginnings have been made. But few

American philosophy teachers are trained in Asian

philosophy, and too many of them consider Asian philosophy

as unchallenging, or even non-existent."

To this end, the Society has sponsored

approximately 125 panels at meetings held in conjunction

with the Association for Asian Studies, the American

Philosophical Association and the American Academy of

Religion. The topics of the panels ranged across the entire

spectrum of philosophical issues and problems. In 1984.

under the leadership of Gerry Larson, the Society held its

first major research conference on the theme "Interpreting

Across Boundaries." Some 175 scholars from 14 countries
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