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Many of us who teach and work as
administratorsin East Asian Studies share
a particular kind of study abroad
experience—we went to Japan or Taiwan
(China less commonly until the 1990’s,
and Korea is a growing but still small
segment) and studied Japanese or Chinese
language. Period. And there were few
choices of

ensuring the quality of our programs, and
inturn wereport to an Academic Council
comprised of faculty and study abroad
administratorsfromtop U.S. collegesand
universitieswho belong to our consortium.

We continually eval uate and respond
to thechangesin study abroad for students
interested in East Asiaand asaresult we
areimplementing changesto our program

programs
availableto us, yet
that was fine—
serious language
acquisition was

the goal. East Asia.

models to address the

No longer do studentssharesuch wider range of learning
alimited set of goalsand options
when it comesto study abroad in

objectives students are
bringing withthem. The
dominant IES model for
a resident program of

No longer do

students share such alimited set of goals
and optionswhen it comesto study abroad
in East Asia. ASIANetwork faculty
members likely find that more of your
students are going to East Asia and for
quite a diverse set of learning
opportunities:

- Faculty-led research projects
Intensivelanguagetraining
Language study combined with
area studies courses taught in
English
Thematic study programs on
particular topics
Travel-study courses exposing
students to several countries

The Institute for the International
Education of Students (IES) has been
offering study abroad programs in Asia
since 1986. We support both the faculty-
led model, where ahome campus faculty
member devises and organizes a study
tour toAsia, aswell asresident programs
in Beijing, Tokyo, Nagoya, and Delhi
(beginning in January 2007) with local
staff and faculty to organizethe academic
and extracurricular programming. Our
academic staff members, bothinthe U.S.
and overseas, continually work on

one or two semesters’
length in Chinaor Japan has been onein
whichthe students split their time between
languagelearning and taking college-level
area studies courses in English. This
original program model appeals to many
students, as it offers enough language to
ensure a serious student body, and also
enhances students’ intercultural
development by offering area studies
courseswithfield tripsand other exercises
meant to bring the culture to life for the
student living there. From a practical
perspective, students and their home
college advisors appreciate the ability to
transfer back non-language courses so that
they can keep pace towards meeting their
graduation requirements.

However, in the past few years as
study abroad numbers to East Asia have
increased, we've noticed an interesting
split among the students our programsin
China and Japan attract. The students do
all still value the variety of area studies
options, rather than a program with only
language study; however, weseetwomain
kinds of students—those whose primary
god isthelanguage study and thosewhose
primary goal is the cultural and area
studies learning. And we' ve learned that
serving thesetwo kinds of studentswitha
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[1Tn the past few years...we' ve
noticed an interesting split among
the studentsour programsin China
and Japan attract....—those whose
primary goal isthelanguage study
and those whose primary goal is
the cultural and area studies
learning. And we've learned that
serving these two kinds of students
with a one-size-fits all programis
not the best option.

one-size-fits all program is not the best
option. Thus both our Tokyo and Beijing
programs have recently split into two
distinct models precisely to better serve
the needs of students with differing
priorities.

Beijing Program

In Beljing we now havetwo programs
—one alanguage-intensive program and
the other amodular program focusing on
the politics, economics, literature and
major policy issues facing contemporary
China.

The language intensive program
takes seriously the goals some students
have to improve their Chinese language
skills:

I LIRTE 15 .
[f6¢Ex 7 ; X
- ey ’d

S LN A A AT

N~ P

IESin Beijing
(continued on next page)



For Our Sudents

AS ANetwork Exchange

reguires previous study of the
language

places students either in ahome
stay with a Chinese family or in
dormitory with a Chinese
roommeate

offers afor-credit part-time
internship option for studentsto
be placed in jobs with Chinese
organizations

and even offersthisfall apilot
area studies course offering
taught in Chinese for advanced-
level students.

The Contemporary Issues in China
program addresses the students whose
expressed goal is to learn as much about
Chinaaspossible, evenif thisisastudent’s
first exposure to the country or the
language.

- Offersbeginning-level Chinese
aswell as second and third-year
language
beginswith an introduction to
China course to equalize
students’ understanding of
essential issuesin the history
and culture
teaches one term-length course
at atime over several weeks
each so that students can
explore atopic intensively and
have maximum classtime
availablefor field trips and
research projects
includestravel directly inthe
curriculum much as afaculty-
led program would.

Tokyo Program

Our Tokyo program has also moved
to address these two kinds of students.
Students looking for more of a balance
between area studies and language
learning, as well as those with little or no
study of Japanese, opt for our Society and
Culture program, wherethey take 6 credits
of Japaneselanguage along with 3or 4 area
studies courses. And those studentswith at
least oneand ahalf yearsof Japanese study
who arelooking to focus on their Japanese
language skills can opt for aprogram with
12 credits of Japanese and one area studies
course. All students are particularly
encouraged to participate in our
experiential learning seminar where they
spend one day a week as a participant-
observer in a Japanese organization—
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businesses, temples, schools, community
service organizations—and process their
learning about Japanese culture with a
sociology teacher.

Help for Returning Sudents

Of course, other than hel ping astudent
think through his or her options for study
abroad, ASIANetwork faculty members
and advisors no doubt concern themselves
agreat deal with what happens * after* the
student returns. Integrating the student’s
study and experiencesabroad into hishome
campus learning, helping the student
maintain or further his or her language
abilities, and drawing out the student’sfirst
hand knowledge and experience for the
benefit of classmates are all challenges
facing the faculty. |ES often runs faculty

|ES offers a student assistant
program to facilitate the process
of inviting a Chinese or Japanese
student to spend a year on a US
college campus to be an assistant
to the language teachers in
exchangefor roomand board and
the opportunity to take classes.
Typical assignments for student
assistants include hosting
language tables in the dining
room, helping with language drill
sessions, living in a foreign-
language themed residence hall,
and serving as conversation
partners and tutors for more
advanced students.
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workshops and seminars for
members of our consortium
precisely to bring together
faculty and discuss ideas
related to study abroad and its
integration with the college
curriculum.

One of the most
important  issues in
curriculum integration for
ASIANetwork members!’ve
met at recent conferences has
been related to helping a
student maintain or build on
hisor her language skills after
study abroad. This can be
especiadly difficult onasmall
campus where Chinese and
Japanese classes may not go
beyond theintermediatelevel. Quiteafew
colleges and universities have found that
bringing a native speaker as a student
language assistant for ayear can be agreat
way to approach thischallenge. IES offers
astudent assistant program to facilitatethe
process of inviting a Chinese or Japanese
student to spend ayear on a U.S. college
campus to be an assistant to the language
teachers in exchange for room and board
and the opportunity to take classes. Typical
assignments for student assistantsinclude
hosting language tablesin the dining room,
helping with language drill sessions, living
in a foreign-language themed residence
hall, and serving as conversation partners
and tutors for more advanced students.

As you consider the role of
international study in the curriculum on
your campus, as well as your own role as
an advisor to studentslearning about Asia,
| inviteyou to familiarize yourself with the
range of optionsnow availableto students.
Your studentswill be cominginyour office
door with different interestsand goal s, but
the good news is that there’s quite likely
to beaprogram that will meet the needs of
each student! If you'd like to learn more
about IES and how wemay beableto assist
you in serving the needs of your students
learning about Asia, please contact us.

Robin Wagner, Deputy Director of
Academic Programs, Dean for China
Michael Green, Director of Recruiting
Nancy Kenyon, Director of Customized
(faculty-led) Programs

www.| ESabroad.org

312-944-1750

rwagner @iesabroad.org @



